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HIGHLIGHTS
INSIDE TODAY’S PROGRAMME
NORTHWOOD FC
Founded: 1926
Acretweed Stadium, Northwood Park, Chestnut
Avenue, Northwood HA6 1HR
Tel. 01923 827148
Website: www.northwoodfc.com
Twitter: @NorthwoodFC
Instagram: @northwoodfootballclub
Facebook: NorthwoodFC
Northwood Football Club is a Members’ Club
Life President: Pat Byrne
Chairman: Ian Barry
Vice-Chairman: Ken Green
Club Secretary & Treasurer: Alan Evans
(Tel. 07960 744349)
46 Webster Gardens, Ealing W5 5ND
Reporter & Press Liaison: Robin Piper
Youth Officials: Richard Elderfield & Jason Angold
Additional committee members:
David Blincko, Shamira Hamirani,
Marc Harding, Sarah Wheeler
Manager: Scott Dash
Assistant Manager & Goalkeeping Coach:
Kevin Lawrence
Coaching Team: Richard Elderfield, Mark Royal,
Manny Ibhadon
Physio: Eleni Papoutsi
Website Editor: Ken Green
Matchday Programme Editor: Terry Brumpton
Official Photographer: James Brown

HONOURS
Isthmian League Division One North champions: 2003
Isthmian League Division Two runners-up: 2000
Isthmian League Division Three promotion: 1997
Isthmian League Cup winners: 2002
Isthmian Charity Shield winners: 2002
Isthmian Associate Members Trophy winners:
1993, 2000
Middlesex Senior Cup Winners: 2007, 2016
Middlesex Senior Cup finalists: 2000, 2002,
Middlesex Senior Cup semi-finalists:
1992, 1993, 1997, 1999, 2006, 2008, 2010
Middlesex Senior Charity Cup finalists:
1994, 2003, 2005, 2012
Middlesex Intermediate Cup winners: 1979
Middlesex Junior Cup winners: 1938
Middlesex Junior Cup finalists: 1935, 1936
London Spartan League Premier Division champions:
1992
London Spartan League Premier Division runners-up:
1990
London Spartan League Cup winners: 1990, 1992
Hellenic League Division One champions: 1979
Hellenic League Premier Division Cup finalist: 1982
Hellenic League Division One Cup winners: 1979
Middlesex League Premier Division champions: 1978
Middlesex League Premier Division runners-up:
1972, 1977
Middlesex League Challenge Cup winners:
1975, 1977, 1978
Harrow, Wembley & District League champions:
1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1948, 1949
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THE CHAIRMAN

WITH CHAIRMAN IAN BARRY
GOOD AFTERNOON AND WELCOME TO
THE ACRETWEED STADIUM FOR
TODAY’S BETVICTOR ISTHMIAN LEAGUE
FIxTURE. WE ExTEND OUR WELCOME
TO OUR VISITORS AND OLD FRIENDS
FROM WALTHAM ABBEY FC AND TRUST
THEY ENjOY THEIR SHORT STAY HERE.
Firstly, we very much
welcomed our ﬁrst league
victory of the season here
against Staines and made
the league table slightly
better to look at! We visited
Bedfont Sports in the League
Cup following our ﬁrst of two
‘blank’ Saturday’s and whilst
we won 3-2 with a last gasp
own goal, the performance
certainly left a lot to be
desired. I don’t always concur
with the thought process of “a
win is a win” and if I’m totally
honest, I was as low as I have
been following that game, as
I thought and had hoped that
we had put these type of
performances behind us.
We have some good players
in our ranks but we also have
some who need to address
their ‘issues’. I feel players
have a duty to show the
same level of commitment as
those at the club who make
things happen week in, week
out; and some haven’t done

this. I wrote recently that
many discussions take place
behind the scenes where we
are all trying to get us back
on track and move forward;
the last week or so has been
no different.
Away from football, I have
added a new Gin Bar to the
club in the last week or so, so
hopefully any gin drinkers
amongst you will give our
offerings a try. I’m in the
process of setting up a
relationship with the
premium tonic brand Fever
Tree, so I’m hoping this will
be a success.
In addition, the changing
room corridor and home
dressing-room has had a
little makeover and we have
had the areas painted to
freshen it up a little, some
new signage as well as a
‘Hall of Fame’ where the
faces of 7 NFC legends can
be seen. We may have gone

past the days where players
stay at clubs for 300 plus
appearances, but here we
always like to recognise our
former players for the part
they have played in our
history. If anyone wants to
have a look at what we have
done, then I’m always happy
to show you, just ask and this
can be arranged.
Whilst we still await a couple
of issues around the
proposed stadium
improvements, to do with the
lease of the ground, we are
hopeful to have these
resolved shortly and to start
the work soon. This will again
immensely improve our
facilities. We strive to be the
best.
Enjoy the game.
Up the Woods!
Ian
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SCOTT

GOOD AFTERNOON TO ALL AND WELCOME BACK TO
NORTHWOOD FC. I HOPE YOU ALL HAD A SAFE jOURNEY.
IT’S BEEN FOUR WEEKS SINCE MY LAST WRITE UP AND WITH
US ONLY HAVING THREE GAMES THIS MONTH IT’S BEEN A
SLOW BUT POSITIVE ONE.
Unfortunately due to work
commitments I was unable to be at the
Hanwell game and from what I heard
about our visitors ﬁrst goal perhaps I
should be glad i wasn't! I did hear
positive things also about our
performance but our dominance in
possession did not pay off and with a
sending off things were not going to go
our way.
I made it back just in time for our
midweek ﬁxture at home to Staines
Town where we got back on track and
got our ﬁrst league win under our belt,
with a good overall team performance
to show. We did have to weather a
small storm from the visitors but was I
was happy in general with the game.
We then had a Saturday free which
allowed us to put in some well needed
time on the training ground before we
went into League Cup action midweek
againt Bedfont Sports.
Ringing through the changes we
brought a squad to Bedfont with youth
and experience and for 30/35 minutes
we were fantastic and by far the better
team. We went two goals up and could

have easily come in at half time with
four but chances missed gave them the
respite they needed to stay in the
game. This showed with Bedfont scoring
just before the half and in fairness they
went on to dominate the game but we
then did what we don't often do and
won ugly, walking away with the points
after some late pressure
So back to the training ground it was
again last Saturday due to another
week of no ﬁxture and we decided to
get the lads together for some well
needed team bonding and fun with new
players to the squad singing lets say u
wont be seeing any on x factor this year
😂
Once again thank you for your ongoing support and enjoy your day
today. We will always be available for a
chat after the game to discuss it or
anything else you want to talk about.
We go on a string of away games now
including an important FA Trophy match
next Saturday and it would be great to
see a few of you at those away games.
Scott Dash
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THE MANAGER
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WALTHAMABBEY
A CLOSER LOOK AT TODAY’S VISITORS
Waltham Abbey Youth Club, based
in Waltham Abbey, Essex, ﬁrst
played football at “Capershotts”
during the Second World War and
in later years the club became
known as ﬁrstly Waltham Abbey,
then Abbey Sports. Both clubs
gained numerous honours in the
Northern Suburban League.
The club was founded in 1944 with
a mix of players from Waltham
Abbey Youth Club and former
juniors from Tottenham Hotspur
under the leadership of the trainer
and manager Wally Hickman. The
secretary was Mo (Maurice) Ward.
The President was Capt. Larkin.
In their early years they played to a
high standard and reached the
ﬁnal of the Herts Junior Cup in
three years out of four but lost on
each occasion including a loss to
Redbourn Rovers of 4–5 after they
had been leading 4–1.
Some of the leading players in the
early years included left winger
Dave Cook who was killed in a
road crash, centre-half Robbo
Robinson and inside forward Frank
Blower. Frank later became a
dedicated treasurer of the club
with Ray Buck as a similarly
dedicated club secretary.
Waltham Abbey United emerged in
the late sixties and a new
clubhouse was built. In 1974 the
club amalgamated with the
successful Beechﬁeld Sports and
joined the Metropolitan League,
which later became the London
Spartan League.
In 1976 the club won the Essex
Junior Cup and later that summer
dropped the Beechﬁeld Sports tag
on the advice of The FA. Two years
later the club reached the ﬁnal of
the Essex Intermediate Cup and
won the league’s Division One title,
and, having gained Senior Status,
were promoted. In their ﬁrst season
they won the title without losing a
game and were again promoted
this time to the Premier Division
where they remained until season
2000–01.
Season 2001–02 was spent in the
Essex & Herts Border Combination

to allow them to move across the
pyramid. They were elected to the
Essex Senior League for season
2002–03. In 2004–05, in addition to
winning both the League Cup and
the Gordon Brasted Memorial
Trophy they ﬁnished in their highest
position of 3rd.
In 1990–91 the club were inaugural
ﬁnalists in the Roy Bailey Memorial
Trophy, a competition for local
teams including Cheshunt, Ware,
and Hertford Town.
It was won for the ﬁrst time in 1994–
95 when they beat Hoddesdon
Town. In both 1996–97 and 2005 (in
the ﬁnal held over from the previous
season) they beat St Margaretsbury.
In 1998–99 they won the London
Senior Cup with a ﬁne 3–2 win over
Bedfont at Dulwich Hamlet’s
ground, and they also secured the
Spartan South Midlands Challenge
Trophy.
Recent seasons have seen a lot of
changes on and off the pitch with
ﬂoodlights being installed in 1990
and the ground levelled. A great
amount of work has been done
around the clubhouse and a 200seater stand built. A number of
seats were purchased from
Manchester City´s old Maine Road
and these were installed during the
summer of 2005 as the club strived
to improve facilities on and off the
ﬁeld and move up the non-league
pyramid.
On 2 May 2009, the Abbott's
capped off a successful 2008–09
season by beating Concord
Rangers 5–4 on penalties after a 1–
1 draw to win the Isthmian League
Division 1 North Play-off's. They
played in the Isthmian League
Premier Division for the ﬁrst time in
their history in 2009–10. However,
despite winning the last two games
of their season, they ﬁnished 21st
and were relegated back to
Isthmian League Division 1 North for
the 2010–11 season on goal
difference.
In 2011 John Martin was elected
Chairman and in subsequent years
has transformed the ground and
facilities. A new pitch with
professional irrigation system has
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been laid 3 times with the surface
now the envy of many a grass pitch
in the league. A new car park has
been laid, replacing the old shingle,
a long overdue addition. In 2019 it is
expecting new changing rooms will
be completed with a new
clubhouse pitch side the next
project.

PLAYERS
ANTHONY PAGE GOALKEEPER
Anthony Page joined the Abbots
towards the end of last season to
become a ﬁrst team regular. He
was part of the Brentwood Town
famous winning run to avoid
relegation from the Isthmian North
Division in 2017. He’s also played for
Ware, Enﬁeld, Grays Athletic and
Dulwich Hamlet.
LOUIS BOWEN DEFENDER
One of our current crop of tall
centre backs, 26 year old Louis
joined the club last season and
quickly established himself as a key
component of our defensive unit.
He has experience with Hertford
Town, Ware, Hoddesdon and
Hadley.
ROSS DEADMAN DEFENDER
Ross joined the club last season
and made an instant impression
leading to him being made captain
for 2019/20. Ross has played for
Haringey Borough, Cheshunt, Ware,
Potters Bar and St Albans where he
played in an FA Cup First Round tie
against Luton at Kenilworth Road.
RYAN DEAR DEFENDER
Ryan completes are trio of tall
centre backs. Ryan is known for his
tough tackling but has also already
shown an eye for goal this season
scoring twice in his ﬁrst six games.
He’s played for other local clubs like
Cheshunt, Brimsdown and Enﬁeld
FC.
MARK TWUMASI DEFENDER
Mark joined the club in the summer
having previously played for
Hertford Town, Cheshunt and
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IN TOWN TODAY
Hoddesdon. Mark has quickly
established himself as a reliable
fullback who can also cover the
centre defensive positions if
required and has been a regular so
far this season.
RIMMEL DANIEL DEFENDER
Left back Rimmel’s Abbotts career
started back in 2015 but he’s also
turned out for Oxford United,
Gillingham, Leyton Orient,
Hornchurch and Tilbury. As well as
being a popular man at
Capershotts he’s also represented
Grenada at the CONCACAF Gold
Cup.
ROB CLARK MIDFIELD
Rob is now in his second season for
the club having been a regular last
season. The versatile midﬁelder
who can play in a variety of
positions as well as provide a goal
threat has also played for Thurrock,
Hornchurch and Basildon.
jACK DAVENEY MIDFIELD
Fans favourite Jack is one of our
own and came through the youth
ranks at the club. He’s famed for his
set-piece delivery, energy, work
rate and hairstyles. He also once
apparently scored a great goal
against Hornchurch, ask him about
it.
ARON GORDON
MIDFIELD/FORWARD
22-year-old Aron has amassed
over 50 appearances for the club
in two spells punctuated by a
move to Grays Athletic. The
attacking midﬁelder, who started
out with the Doncaster Rovers
academy will be hoping to add to
his club goal tally this season.
NATHAN KORANTENG
MIDFIELD/FORWARD
Nathan is now in his third season
with the club and a ﬁrm favourite
with the locals. The winger started
out at Peterborough United and
made his debut in the
Championship aged just 17. The
reliable attacker has also played
for Woking, Boreham Wood,
Tonbridge Angels, Aveley, Harlow
and Cheshunt.
DANIEL UNGUDI MIDFIELD
Youngster Daniel is new to the club
this season having previously
played for Hitchin Town, Hertford
Town and St Margaretsbury. Daniel
made an instant impact in front of

his new fans with a goal off the
bench in the ﬁrst home game of
the season against his former club
Hertford.
CHARLIE EDWARDS MIDFIELD
Charlie is in his second season with
the Abbotts and already
established himself as a reliable
and ﬂexible player. The former
Hertford Town and Harlow Town
player had the honour of having his
name on the 2018 FA Cup Final ball
after scoring an ‘impactful’ goal in
that year’s tournament. Find him on
Instagram for more info.
CURTIS jACKSON GOALKEEPER
Young Curtis is new to the squad
this season, but he has already
made a big impression. He’s
produced solid displays in his
outings so far and has a man of
the match award already to his
name as well as a clean sheet in
the FA Cup.
DARELLE RUSSELL FORWARD
Darelle’s time at the club goes all
the way back 2013 and he’s been a
consistent goal scorer throughout
his time as an Abbott. He’s also
played for Barking, Cheshunt,
Harrow Borough, Billericay and
Antigua Barracuda. He’s already off

the mark with a few goals this
season and will hope to add plenty
more in the coming months.
DOMINIQUE YIAGNIGNI
DEFENDER
Dominque has become a
consistent part of the defensive
unit since joining the club this
season. He offers a balance of
defence and attack in the full back
position and has been a regular so
far this season.
LEON MCKENZIE FORWARD
Leon signed for the club a couple
of weeks into the season from New
Salamis. He has instantly hit the
ground running scoring a goal per
game so far. The striker knows
gaffer Michael Spencer from their
time together at Hornchurch and
gives the side plenty of presence
and goal threat up top.
jUNIOR APPIAH FORWARD
Junior is enjoying his second spell
at the Abbotts after joining at the
end of last season from Cheshunt.
He’s previously played for Maldon &
Tiptree, Thurrock, Billericay, Ware,
Haringey Borough and Aveley
where he played alongside
Abbotts joint manager Billy
Holland.

IN THE DUG-OUT...
BILLY HOLLAND
JOINT MANAGER / MIDFIELD
Billy has been with the club for four seasons and been an
instrumental part of the side in that time making 30+
appearances each season as well as weighing in with his fair
share of goals from midﬁeld. Since December 2018 he has
also become on-ﬁeld half of our dynamic management duo
and guiding the club to a 9th place ﬁnish last season.
MICHAEL SPENCER
JOINT MANAGER
Michael took on the reigns of the club alongside Billy
Holland in December 2018 and guided the club to a 9th
place ﬁnish, the highest league ﬁnish in 10 years. It’s his ﬁrst
managerial role following retiring as a player. Michael had a
distinguished career including over 250 appearances for
Hornchurch where he helped the Urchins reach the
Conference South by scoring the winning goal in the 2012
play-off ﬁnal. He also played for Thamesmead Town and
Barkingside before joining the Abbotts in a player/coaching
capacity in 2016.
ANTHONY SAVVIDES COACH
30-year-old Anthony has over 10 years of coaching
experience that includes roles with the West Ham academy,
Apoel FC, Broomﬁeld FC and Elite Fleet FC. Anthony is also a
PE teacher and manages his own sports coaching company.
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WOODSOUTLOOK
A WARM WELCOME BACK TO THE ACRETWEED STADIUM FOR TODAY’S
BETVICTOR ISTHMIAN LEAGUE HOME GAME AGAINST WALTHAM ABBEY. WE
HOPE THAT YOU ALL ENjOY YOUR AFTERNOON WITH US AND WE THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
WELCOME TO WALTHAM ABBEY
A warm welcome back to the
Acretweed Stadium for this
afternoon’s BetVictor Isthmian
League South Central Division
ﬁxture against our old friends
from Waltham Abbey FC. We trust
everyone who has made the trip
connected with our visitors will
enjoy their short stay here at
Northwood.
The Abbots sit comfortably in
mid-table at present having won
three and lost three of their
opening seven matches with just
the one game ending all-square.
Last season both side won their
away game against each other
with Waltham Abbey earning a 20 success early on here at the
Acretweed Stadium during a very
good starting spell before
Manager Mark Stimson left to
manage Hornchurch. The Woods
then went to Cappershots in
January and came away with a
1-0 win thanks to a goal from Dan
Pett. Those matches were the ﬁrst
time we had met with our former
Spartan League sparring partners
for quite some time but we have
had many tight matches in the
previous decades.
FIRST LEAGUE VICTORY
It had been a long time coming
and after our worst start to our
League season since 2005 but we
ﬁnally got three points on the
board when defeating Staines
Town here at Northwood in our
last home game. Having lost to
the Swans a couple of weeks
earlier in the Velocity Trophy, it
was good that we learned from
the errors in that match to turn
things around in this one as we
notched a 3-1 victory thanks to
goals from Alex Witham, Harry

Lodovica and Liam McCrohan
with his ﬁrst for the club. This was
a few days after having lost 1-3
at home to Hanwell Town when
things didn’t really go our way.
Hanwell took the lead with some
poor sportsmanship, not
returning the ball after it was put
out for an injury but Alex Witham
did bring us back into it from the
penalty-spot after a handball in
the box. The Geordies were back
in front before the break though
and when Andrew Tirivanhu was
shown a red card early in the
second-half, the Woods ten-men
were unable to break down the
visitors and then conceded a
third with the last kick of the
game.
We have had just one more
game since the Staines win and
that came away at Bedfont
Sports in the Velocity Trophy last
Tuesday week. The side played
really well at the start of the ﬁrsthalf and led 2-0 through Kingsley
Eshun and Alex Witham with a
third in three games. However,
the home side rallied well and
put us under pressure to
eventually score a goal either
side of half-time to level things
up. The closing stages were endto-end but it was the Woods
who snatched the three points in
this group game when Witham
ﬁred in a dangerous cross and
Bedfont scored an own-goal in
the ﬁnal minute of stoppagetime. The three points have taken
us to the top of the Group 8
table with just one game left at
home to Uxbridge next month. If
we can win that it will mean
Staines Town will need to win
both of their remaining matches
(against Bedfont and Ashford) to
get above us.
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GROUND IMPROVEMENT PLANS
As we announced towards the
end of last season, the Club
submitted a bid to the Football
Stadium Improvement Fund for a
Grant to assist with various
improvements to the Club which
includes refurbishing the pitch
perimeter, building new entrance
gates, a new turnstile block,
repairs to fencing and the pitch
perimeter barrier and
replacement of the seats in the
stand amongst other things. It
became a bit of a long process
but we did ﬁnally get the green
light from them recently and the
grant will now become available
to us as soon as we have a new
lease in place with the Council for
playing at the Stadium. Hopefully
this will not take too long and we
can soon schedule the works to
take place.

As many of you know because
you have very generously already
made a donation, the Club has
set up a Go Fund Me page to
raise £10,000 towards the 30%
contribution that the Club have
to pay in addition to the Grant
which is for a maximum of 70% of
the costs of the work. In fact over
40 people have kindly donated
towards the target. We have now
surpassed the target and we are
very grateful to everyone that has
helped in this way.
It would be good to reduce the
amount the club have to
contribute towards the cost of all
the works though so if you can
afford to make a donation,
however small, it will still make a
big difference.
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PLAYER SPONSORS
As usual we are hoping to ﬁll the
page elsewhere in today’s
programme with Sponsors for
each individual player. Thanks to
those people who have already
donated to sponsor a player (or a
member of the management
team) but there are still plenty of
players to choose from and if you
want your favourite, you might
need to move quickly! It costs just
£60 and can be paid for in cash or
by cheque today or on-line
through the website at anytime.
Even Chairman Ian Barry was
claiming to have a sponsor,
though that hasn’t arrived as yet!
NEW ARRIVALS
Defender Patrick Campbell came
into the Northwood squad for the
two home games late last month
and has now started twice, once
at right-back and then at centrehalf. Patrick has joined us from
Soham Town Rangers who play in
the North Division of the Isthmian
League. Two players made their
ﬁrst appearances for the club at
Bedfont as substitutes. Kirk
McPherson has joined us on dualregistration from Essex Senior
League side St Margaretsbury
while Isaac Ebelebe has been
training with us for a while and
played at Welwyn Garden City
last season following a spell with
Wingate & Finchley’s Under-23s.
We welcome them all to the club
and hope they have a long and
successful stay with us.
CUP COMPETITIONS
We’ve not been blessed with too
much luck in Cup draws this
season and we have been drawn
away in the Buildbase FA
Challenge Trophy which starts
next Saturday, though our
opponents are very familiar as we
go to fellow South Central Division
rivals Uxbridge.
We also have a tough opening
game in the Middlesex Senior
Challenge Cup having been
drawn away to Isthmian Premier
side Enﬁeld Town but at least have
a bye in the opening round of the
Middlesex Senior Charity Cup

where we can at least pretend to
be at home! That game is
scheduled for Tuesday 15th
October, so Saturday week
barring an FA Trophy replay.
ISTHMIAN WOMENS’ CUP
For the ﬁrst time in quite a while,
we have entered our Northwood
Ladies team into the Isthmian
Womens’ Cup this season and in
the ﬁrst round they appear to
have been given a very tough
draw against last season’s losing
ﬁnalists Ashford Town (Middlesex).
Our opponents lost to Leyton
Orient in the ﬁnal last April. The
game will take place here at the
Acretweed Stadium on Thursday
24th October 2019 with kick-off at
7.30pm. I’m sure they would
appreciate any support we can
raise to cheer them on that
evening.
ADMISSION PRICES & SEASON
TICKETS 2019/2020
For the ﬁrst time in twelve years,
our General Admission prices have
increased this season to £9.00 for
Adults and £5.00 for Concessions.
It will remain free for all Under-16s.
However, are still be able to make
huge savings by buying a Season
Ticket which has been available
since June at the price of just
£45.00 for the whole season – the
equivalent of paying for just ﬁve
matches if you are an adult. You
can complete a form and pay in
the clubhouse today and get
access to this afternoon/evening’s
match.
For anyone who has already
purchased their Season Ticket in
advance and not yet collected
them, they are available for
collection in the clubhouse before
today’s game.
NEW TENANTS - FC SOMA
We have a new team that we can
watch here at the Acretweed
Stadium this season as FC Soma
have contracted to play here. The
Club were promoted to the
Premier Division of the Middlesex
County League for the 2019/2020
season and they have been going
really well so far, remaining

unbeaten after eight matches
following a 3-1 League Cup win
over PFC Victoria here at the
Acretweed two weeks ago. They
currently sit in second place in
the league table behind leaders
Brentham and ahead of
Pitshanger Dynamo on goal
difference. They are away to
Lampton Park this afternoon but
return here to the Acretweed
Stadium next Saturday for the
visit of Hillingdon FC who are in
fourth place.
Their next home games are:
Saturday 12th October 2019
Hillingdon – Middlesex County
League – 3pm
Saturday 16th November 2019
Larkspur Rovers – Premier Division
Cup Quarter-Final.
FORTHCOMING FIxTURES
Due to Chertsey Town’s continued
success in the FA Cup, we had to
reschedule our visit there to
midweek and that is coming up
this Tuesday night when we travel
to Alwyns Lane for what is likely to
be a really tough ﬁxture against
a side that includes former
Woods defender Michael
Peacock. It is the ﬁrst of a
sequence of away games (unless
we draw in the Trophy next
weekend) with a possible FA
Trophy or League game then
having to be scheduled in for the
26th October (hopefully at home).
Tuesday 8th October 2019
Chertsey Town v Northwood
Isthmian League – 7.45pm
Saturday 12th October
Uxbridge v Northwood
FA Trophy – 3.00pm
Tuesday 15th October
Enﬁeld Town v Northwood
Middlesex Senior Cup – 7.45pm
Saturday 19th October
South Park v Northwood
Isthmian League – 3pm
Enjoy the game today and see
you all again soon!
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KEN GREEN LOOKS BACK AT HOW THE PRESS REPORTED WHAT WAS
HAPPENING WITH THE WOODS ON 5TH OCTOBER IN YEARS GONE BY...
interval with their lead. Some bad
ﬁnishing let Long Buckby down, while
Woods keeper Ken Lavender made a
couple of ﬁne saves.
Northwood got into gear in the second
half to show why they had reaped the
remarkable record of six away wins out
of seven in the Spartan League so far.
Rod Findley made it 2-0, but
Northwood's joy was short-lived as they
conceded their fourth penalty of the
season when Peter Lammin was ruled to
have pushed an opponent. Two minutes
later, Baynes struck again, and substitute
Garﬁeld Blackman wrapped it up with a
ﬁerce drive.

SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 1946
NORTHWOOD 4
WEMBLEY 1
This was Northwood’s ﬁrst home game of
the season, in fact the ﬁrst home game
for seven years after the Second World
War, entertaining Wembley FC in the
Harrow & Wembley League Premier
Division at Northwood Recreation
Ground.
Northwood, starting off strongly, were the
ﬁrst to score through Joe Gill, but it was
not long before Wembley got a deserved
equalising goal. Northwood steadied
themselves after this set-back, and got in
several strong attacks, ﬁnishing off one
with a goal by Ron Nicholls (pictured) to
regain the lead.
the memory of missed opportunities by
Mark Thomas, Vic Schwartz (pictured) and
Derek Payne came back to haunt them in
the dying minutes, when Merryﬁeld swung
over hopefully from the edge of the
Northwood area.
Stand-in keeper Trevor Charles – normally
a forward – anticipating a ﬁerce drive,
dived too early and the mis-hit shot
dribbled under his body and just over the
line to put Rovers into the next round.

After the changeover Northwood were
deﬁnitely on top and about a quarter-ofan-hour after the restart Nicholls, on the
right wing, eluding the Wembley defence,
dribbled past the advancing keeper and
shot into the empty net to make it 3-1 in
Northwood’s favour. Team captain
Nicholls, who was being well supplied with
the ball, completed his hat-trick about
ten minutes from the end, and Northwood
ran out winners by four goals to one, after
a shaky and unpromising start.
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 1985
NORTHWOOD 0
BRIMSDOWN ROVERS 1
Northwood made an early exit from the
Middlesex Senior Cup when Brimsdown
Rovers gained quick revenge for an FA
Vase defeat at the hands of the Woods
just two weeks earlier.
Despite ﬁelding a reshuffled side, Woods
always looked the more likely to score, but

Northwood: Trevor Charles, Tony
Shankster, Nigel Pompilis, Gary Amer,
Steve Revell, Richard Mount, Derek Payne,
Kevin Charamboulos, Vic Schwartz, Mark
Thomas, Phil Boyle, sub. Julians.
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 1991
NORTHWOOD 4
LONG BUCKBY 1
Northwood played their ﬁrst home game
of the season on their newly-levelled
pitch, having played away for the ﬁrst six
weeks, and they found it very much to
their liking, but it took them 43 minutes to
come to terms with some tenacious
opponents in this FA Vase Preliminary
Round tie. Long Buckby held them to a
slender one-goal lead for more than an
hour.
Northwood struggled to come to terms
with a formidable Long Buckby outﬁt and
their own inept ﬁrst half performance. A
goal from Steve Baynes (pictured) after
three minutes failed to inspire them and
they were fortunate to go in at the
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Woods were aware that they would be
at home again in the ﬁrst round proper,
against Braintree Town, who had been
promoted the previous year from the
Jewson Eastern Counties League to the
Beazer Homes League Midland Division.
Northwood: Ken Lavender, Mick Devlin,
Peter Augustine, Roger Moses, Paul
Curran, Pete Lammin, Tim Vincent, Rod
Findley (Garﬁeld Blackman), John
McCormack, Steve Baynes (Andy Edey),
Greg Phillips.
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2002
NORTHWOOD 0
TOOTING & MITCHAM UNITED 2
Tooting ran out deserved winners of this
FA Trophy Qualifying Round tie, and
Northwood struggled to get their game
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TODAY...
going against opposition who closed
them down well throughout and looked
very solid at the back, Tooting missed
several opportunities, with Youness Nabil
failing to hit the target twice from good
positions. In reply, Totton won a free-kick
just outside the box but Chris Moore
curled his effort over the bar.
The game sprang into life just before
half-time. A back-pass from Michael Bray
to goalkeeper Tony Webb saw both
Moore and Fitzgerald race towards the
keeper. His clearance hit Moore and
rebounded goalwards only to spin
dramatically away from the net and wide.
Five minutes into stoppage-time, a deep
cross fell invitingly to Dean Forbes, whose
shot crashed back off the crossbar, the
rebound fell kindly to Nabil and although
Bullivant saved superbly from his shot, the
ball ran loose and Dean Forbes made no
mistake from close-range.
It was a bad time to concede a goal and
the Woods needed to make inroads early
in the second half. That they failed to do
as Tooting sat back in numbers and
soaked up any pressure. After 59 minutes,
a corner fell to Danny Butler at the far
post. Instead of shooting he chose to pull
the ball back to Kieran Knight who
blasted a shot miles over the bar from a
good position. Things were not going well,
and after 66 minutes Tooting increased
their lead. It was a well-worked goal
down the left, with substitute Steve Symes
heavily involved and he ended up
crossing to the far post where the
unmarked Elliot Onochie had a simple
task to steer the ball home.
The Woods tried to rally, but it never really
happened, and Tooting could have
added a third when Butler cleared an
effort off the line while Mark Xavier also
headed over.

Northwood: Rob Bullivant, David Nolan,
Dave Sargent, Danny Butler, Gary Williams,
Craig Totton, Wayne Carter, Chris Gell,
Kieran Knight, Chris Moore (Ben Porter),
Scott Fitzgerald.
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2013
NORTHWOOD 2
AFC HAYES 3
After a slow start to the game, it was the
visitors who made the ﬁrst attacking move
on 11 minutes as a long-range effort from
Romayne Thomas had Jake Knight diving
to his right to push the ball around the
post. From the resulting corner, the ball
was cleared out to Mitch Gough, who ﬁred
wide. The Woods responded with Sonny
Bailey-Aird cutting in from the left, but his
shot was straight at goalkeeper Ben
Goode who saved comfortably.
AFC Hayes were in front on fourteen
minutes when star striker Lawrie Shennan
found space to slip through the defence
and riﬂe into the roof of the net with a
clinical ﬁnish. Northwood rallied quickly
and were level two minutes later when Niko
Muir latched onto a good ball, went past
the keeper and then picked his shot
between two covering defenders (goal
pictured below). Knight made an excellent
reﬂex stop to block a good strike from
Jordan Lawal after Joakim Ehui’s
attempted clearance was blocked in the
box. Ehui then made his presence felt at
the other end, starting and ﬁnishing a
move that linked with Lawrence and
ended with a ﬁne save from Goode. It was
the start of a good, attacking spell from
the Woods.
Muir ﬁred across the goal and wide after
another good move and then Lawrence
did well to get into the box but saw his
shot blocked. The attacks continued with
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LOOKING BACK

Craig White ﬂicking a header wide after a
neat ball in from Ramil Sheriff. Just before
the break, Ryan Phillips got forward on the
left and found Muir whose shot on the turn
was again wide of the post.
It seemed that Northwood’s inability to hit
the target might prove costly but within a
couple of minutes of the restart, Muir
ﬂicked on a ball into the box and
Lawrence was quick to pounce and ﬁnish
with a crisp shot inside the post that gave
the Woods the lead.
Hayes’ equaliser came on 67 minutes but
was a self-inﬂicted wound by Northwood.
Lawrence stood over a free-kick thirty
yards from the Hayes goal but in trying to
play a one-two with White, the ball
cannoned into the path of Tash Jordan
who sprinted forward. It caught the
defence out and Jordan did well to draw
players across before slipping the ball to
Lawal, who ﬁred inside the post for a
classic counter-attack goal.
The Brook then went on to regain the lead
after 79 minutes. A corner was cleared to
Cass just outside the box, and he showed
an excellent touch to volley a chip back
across goal and into an empty net.
Panic set in for the ﬁnal stages but the
Woods lacked composure in front of goal.
Bailey-Aird had two efforts, a shot and a
header, which failed to hit the target and
then a last gasp strike from Nicholas,
latching onto a headed clearance from
Charlie Goode, went straight at Ben
Goode.
Northwood: Jake Knight, Ramil Sheriff,
Ryan Phillips (Aaron McLeish), James
Burgess, Steve Brown (Mark Burgess),
George Nicholas, Joakim Ehui, Craig
White, Niko Muir, Dave Lawrence, Sonny
Bailey-Aird
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HANWELL SCRAPE
NARROW VICTORY
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NORTHWOOD 1 HANWELL TOWN 3

UNBEATEN HANWELL TOWN SCRAPPED OUT THIS NARROW VICTORY WHICH
KEPT THEM IN TOUCHING DISTANCE OF THE LEAGUE SUMMIT WHILE THE
WOODS WERE AGAIN CONSIGNED TO DEFEAT AND REMAIN SECOND FROM
BOTTOM WITH jUST A POINT WRITES ALAN EVANS.
While they were the bare facts, the
game was much more even with only
some controversy really separating the
two Middlesex sides on the day.
There were a few changes to the side
that had won at Ashford in the Velocity
Trophy a week earlier with Ethan
Flanagan and Chris Gosling both ruled
out with injury but there was a return for
Harry Lodovica having missed a couple
of weeks. Goalkeeper James Hoskins
made his home debut and there was a
place on the bench for new signing
Patrick Campbell who had joined from
Soham Town Rangers during the week.
There was a fast-paced start to the
game but the Woods had the edge on
early chances with Kweku Lucan looking
dangerous from the start. He had a shot
saved by goalkeeper Hugo Sobte early
on following a Louis Bircham cross and
then was denied by a last-ditch tackle

from Kieran Cathline who was in an
unfamiliar central defensive position. At
the other end, Hanwell felt there might
have been a red card offence as Liam
McCrohan brought Gareth Chendlik as
he looked to get past him but a yellow
was shown. Also, former Woods
midﬁelder David Taylor headed a freekick wide of the target.
But after just 13 minutes the Woods
were almost in front. Charlie Hayford
played in a clever free-kick to the nearpost and a touch from Andrew Tirivanhu
came back off the post. Lucan was ﬁrst
to the rebound and his effort ﬂashed
across goal but was cleared off the line
by Callum Woodcock.
After that early excitement, the match
developed into more of a midﬁeld
battle but then burst into life on 32
minutes when Bircham, playing against
his former club, was a victim of a heavy
tackle ten yards into the Hanwell half.
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The Referee played on for a Northwood
advantage but that came to nothing
and the visitors then attacked
themselves before the ball ran through
to Hoskins who put it out for treatment
to the still prostrate Bircham. After the
delay for the physio, the Woods clearly
expected to have the throw returned to
them but the Geordies had other ideas
and took full advantage of that
switched-off stance with a quick cross
from Joel Jacobs being controlled well
by Chendlik who turned McCrohan and
ﬁred home inside a virtually empty
penalty-area. There was little the
Referee could do other than signal a
goal, much to the chagrin of the Woods
followers.
Hanwell could have had a second goal
after 42 minutes when Harry Rush broke
through the defence but Hoskins spread
himself well and made an excellent
save one-on-one to keep the Woods in
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MATCH ACTION
the game. That was proved even more
useful in the last minute of the game
when a handball offence by Woodcock
led to a penalty which skipper Alex
Witham dispatched conﬁdently.
Three minutes of additional time followed
due to that injury to Bircham and in the
fourth of those, Hanwell got their noses
back in front! Cathline got his head to a
corner and he guided it through a ruck of
players and past the player on the post
to regain the lead.
Bircham succumbed to his injury just three
minutes into the second-half, replaced by
Dan Pett and what was always going to
be a tough task in getting back into the
game again was made doubly difficult on
58 minutes when Tirivanhu mistimed an
attempted tackle on Harvey Killeen just
outside the box. This time the Referee
made the ultimate decision of a red card
that left the Woods with ten men for the
ﬁnal half an hour or so. Despite this, the
Woods battled hard to try to get back on
level terms and salvage a point.
However, Hanwell did seem happy to sit
back on their lead and rely on their quick
counter-attacks which the Woods then
defended solidly enough. It meant very
few chances at either end. Just before
the end of the match the Woods pushed
forward one last time and a dangerous
cross was headed away by Andy O’Brien.
From that corner, Hanwell broke quickly
and Killeen was sent on his way, running
some thirty yards before sliding his shot
past Hoskins and neatly inside the far
post to wrap up the three points.
It meant that the Woods had lost four of
their ﬁrst ﬁve league matches with just
one point gained, their worst start to a
season since their 2005/06 Southern
League Premier campaign. Four of those
ﬁve opponents were now in the top four
places in the table so clearly a difficult set
of opening ﬁxtures but the squad will
need to turn those results around soon
and get the points that some of their
performances have deserved. That starts
on Tuesday night at home to Staines
Town.
Team:
1 James Hoskins, 2 Karl Stevenson,
3 Matt Cooper, 4 Jaiden Irish,
5 Andrew Tirivanhu, 6 Liam McCrohan,
7 Harry Lodovica, 8 Charlie Hayford,
9 Alex Witham, 10 Louis Bircham,
11 Kweku Lucan.
Subs. 12 Kingsley Eshun (for Lodovica 85),
14 Dan Pett (for Bircham 48),
15 Kiye Martin, 16 Luke Holness,
17 Patrick Campbell
(for Karl Stevenson 60).
Yellow Card: McCrohan
Red Card: Tirivanhu.
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YEARS
AFTER

TODAY WE CONTINUE WITH OUR POPULAR FEATURE WHERE WE LOOK BACK TO EVENTS
HERE AT NORTHWOOD PARK FROM ExACTLY A DECADE AGO. THE WOODS HAD ENDED
THE 2008/09 SEASON IN FINE FORM BUT MISSED OUT ON A PLAY-OFF PLACE TO
CONCORD RANGERS ON THE FINAL DAY DESPITE WINNING THEIR OWN GAME AT ILFORD.
Dave Anderson had taken over
as Manager midway through
that season, following a
successful spell as caretaker by
Mark Barnham having bridged
the gap after Colin Payne had
been relieved of his duties in
mid-November.
With his ﬁrst full season ahead of
him, Manager Anderson kept
faith with the majority of the
players he had ended the
previous season with but did
manage to lure back two
important signings of players
who had come in on loan at the
Woods previously. Michael
Peacock joined from AFC
Wimbledon and Chris Seeby

from St. Albans City. Two
youngsters also joined in Sam
Sharples and Harry Smart.
After a ﬁve-match unbeaten
start to the season, including an
FA Cup win over St
Margaretsbury, the Woods
stumbled with a home defeat
against Thamesmead Town and
then a 3-0 defeat at highlyrated Lowestoft Town.
It was back to FA Cup action
next with a home tie in the First
Qualifying round against
Wingate & Finchley. Eugene Ofori
returned from injury to lead the
line and he proved to be quite a
talisman as he struck twice to
give the Woods a 2-0 lead as his
side looked for a place in the
next round. The visitors though,
had other ideas and they
stormed back late in the
second-half, ﬁrstly with a penalty
to reduce the arrears and then
level things up close to the end
to force a midweek replay.
The weather for that Tuesday
night replay at Summers Lane
was wet and windy. Dave
Anderson made one change
from the weekend with Mark
Burgess returning to the midﬁeld
in place of Gary Meakin. With the
strong wind at their backs, the
Woods started brightly with
Hugo Figueiredo having a
header cleared off the line by
goalkeeper Gavin King, with
Bradley Hewitt almost forcing in
the rebound. Figueiredo also
went close with another header
from Chris Seeby’s cross but he
was unable to keep his cross
down. Meanwhile, the home side
gradually settled and launched
some incisive counter-attacks

14 | OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME SPONSORED BY ACRE & TWEED

with Leon Fisher not far away on
a couple of occasions while Leon
Smith headed over from a good
position. Back at the other end,
John Christian had a snap-shot
ﬁsted away by King while
Burgess saw his ﬁerce drive
deﬂected just over the bar.
Figueiredo then went close once
more with a shot which ﬂew just
wide before Anthony Page had a
shout for a penalty turned down.
Goalless at half-time, it was
generally felt that the Woods
had needed a goal to make the
most of the favourable ﬁrst-half
conditions and so it proved.
Wingate & Finchley stepped up
a gear after the break and took
the lead after 54 minutes when
Chris Chase cut in from the left
and beat Mitch Swain from the
edge of the box. The Woods
made a couple of substitutions
but were struggling to make any
impact when the deﬁcit was
made even harder to peg back
on 72 minutes. Ofori went in for a
50/50 challenge but was
somehow seen as the villain by
the Referee who showed a
straight red card as the home
defender rolled around on the
ﬂoor before getting up
immediately after the card had
been shown.
Northwood battled hard but it
looked a forlorn hope, especially
when Smith netted a second
goal ten minutes from time but
they showed great spirit and
came back again with Christian
sweeping home a Figueiredo
cross to make it 2-1. Eventually
the task with ten men and
against the strong wind and rain
proved too much though and
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A DECADE AGO
down the determined visitors.
Concord held on to their 1-0
lead to notch three more points
and the Woods were suddenly
on a downward slump.
We will have more from the
events of a decade ago, Ten
Years After, in our next MatchDay Programme.

the Blues grabbed a third deep
into stoppage-time with a
second from Smith who looked
suspiciously offside.
So it was back to League action
on Saturday 19th September
2009 with Concord Rangers the
visitors to Northwood Park and
the Woods were looking to return
to the winning way their early
season form had shown. Dave
Anderson made several changes
including a return to the midﬁeld
for Harry Smart and a ﬁrst start
for striker Leon Osei. Other areas
were shuffled too with Gary
Meakin deployed at left-back
while John Christian moved to
right-back.
After a bright start from the
visitors which saw a header
ﬂicked over the bar and a
comfortable save by Mitch Swain
in goal, the match developed
into a real midﬁeld battle. It took
quite some time for the Woods
to get the upper hand and then
Rob Ursell played a neat onetwo with Osei before shooting
just over the bar. Soon after,
Ursell slipped a neat ball through
to newcomer Osei but his effort
was saved by the legs of the
Concord ‘keeper. The ball ran
loose, Eugene Ofori was on it in a
ﬂash but he then blasted the
rebound over the crossbar.
Having gone so close, the
Woods then conceded the
opening goal seconds before

the break and totally against the
run of play with on-loan striker
Lyle Taylor ﬁring in a deﬂected
shot that went through Swain’s
dive.
Concord were clearly prepared
to sit on their lead in the
second-half and in fact
recorded no efforts on goal at
all. However, goalkeeper Dale
Brightly became their matchwinning hero saving on several
occasions from Ofori, Chris
Seeby and Smart, though the
Woods eventually began to run
out of ideas on how to break
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THE JOURNEY AHEAD
FOLLOW THE WOODS PROGRESS IN THE 2019-20 SEASON

DATE
AUGUST
SAT
17
21
Wed
Sat
24
MON 26
31
Sat
SEPTEMBER
TUES 03
07
Sat
SAT
14
TUE
17
Tues 24
OCTOBER
SAT
05
08
Tue
Sat
12
Tue
15
Sat
19
SAT
26
NOVEMBER
Sat
02
TUES 05
SAT
09
Sat
16
SAT
23
Sat
30
DECEMBER
Sat
07
SAT
14
THURS 26
Sat
28
jANUARY
SAT
04
Sat
11
SAT
18
Sat
25
FEBRUARY
SAT
01
Tues 04
SAT
08
Sat
15
SAT
22
Sat
29
MARCH
SAT
07
Sat
14
Sat
21
SAT
28
APRIL
Sat
04
SAT
11
Mon
13
Sat
18
SAT
25

OPPONENTS

V

COMP

RES ATT

FIRST xI

WESTFIELD
FC Romania
Longlevens
BRACKNELL TOWN
Tooting and Mitcham United

H
A
A
H
A

Lge
Lge
FACPR
Lge
Lge

0-3
2-4
0-1
2-2
1-2

Partington
Partingtonn
Partington
Partington
Partington

Stevenson
Stevenson
McCrohan (60)
Stevenson (90)n
Stevenson (87)

Cooper
Cooper
De Matos
Cooper
Cooper

Irish
M’Baye
Irish
Hayford 1
Irish

M’Baye (82)n
Tirivanhu
M’Bayen
McCrohan
McCrohan

Tirivanhu
Flanagan (59)
Flanagan
Uchen
Uchen

Ho
Mc
W
Ho
Ho

STAINES TOWN
Ashford Town
HANWELL TOWN
STAINES TOWN
Bedfont Sports

H
A
H
H
A

VT
VT
Lge
Lge
VT

Partington
Hoskins
Hoskins
Hoskins
Hoskins

Stevenson
McCrohan
Stevenson (60)
Campbell
Stevenson (58)

De Matos
Cooper
Coper
Cooper
Cooper

Irish
Irish (90)
Irish
Irish
Irish

M’Baye (46)n
Tirivanhu (77)
Tirivanhun
McCrohan 1n
Campbelln

Uche
Flanagan
McCrohann
Tirivanhu
McCrohan

Bir
Ha
Lo
Lo
Ha

WALTHAM ABBEY
Chertsey Town
Uxbridge
Enﬁeld Town
South Park
UXBRIDGE

H
A
A
A
A
H

Lge
Lge
FATPR
MSC
Lge
Lge

Ware
UXBRIDGE
CHIPSTEAD
Ashford Town (Middx)
HERTFORD TOWN
Harlow Town

A
H
H
A
H
A

Lge
VT
Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

Bedfont Sports
MARLOW
CHALFONT ST PETER
Bracknell Town

A
H
H
A

Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

TOOTING AND MITCHAM UNITED
Barking
SOUTH PARK
Waltham Abbey

H
A
H
A

Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

CHERTSEY TOWN
Staines Town
BEDFONT SPORTS
Marlow
WARE
Uxbridge

H
A
H
A
H
A

Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

ASHFORD TOWN (MIDDX)
Chipstead
Hanwell Town
BARKING

H
A
A
H

Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

Westﬁeld
FC ROMANIA
Chalfont St Peter
Hertford Town
HARLOW TOWN

A
H
A
A
H

Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge
Lge

113
48
75
182
287

2-3 84
1-0 87
1-3 146
3-1 118
3-2* 43
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Key: Goalscorers. in bold1; First Sub; Second Sub; Third Sub; Fourth Sub; Fifth Sub; Yellow Card n; Red Card n; * Denotes own goal;
FAC = Emirates FA Cup; FAT = FA Trophy; VT = Velocity Trophy
SUBSTITUES

(59)

nn
n

Holmes (78)n
McCrohan (59)
Worrell (37)
Holness
Holness (75)

Gosling (59)
Gosling
Gosling
Gosling
Hayford

Bircham
Lucan 1
Birchamn
Bircham
Witham 1

Lodovica
Lodovica 1 (64)
Witham
Witham (79)
Bircham (68)n

Lucan
Birchamn
Lucan
Lucan 1
Lucan

McCrohan (59)
Uche (59)
Holness (37)
M’Baye (79)
Gosling (68)

Uche (78)
Worrell (59)
Stevenson (60)
Nugent (90)
Eshun (75)

Flanagan (82)
Martin (64)
Tirivanhu
Flanagan
M’Baye (87)

De Matos
Nugent
Cooper
Martin
Martin

Bircham (46)
Hayford
Lodovica (85)
Lodovica 1 (78)
Hayford

Hayford 2
Gosling (64)
Hayford
Hayford
Gosling (51)

Eshun
Eshun (60)
Witham 1
Witham 1 (55)
Eshun 1 (68)

Martin (46)
Witham
Birchall (48)
Pett (68)
Lodovica (77)

Lucan (66)
Holness (80)
Lucan
Lucan
Witham 1

McCrohan (46)
Lodovica (60)
Pett (48)
Eshun (55)
McPherson (51)

Holness (46)
Bircham 1 (64)
Campbell (60)
Gosling (68)n
Nugent (58)

Cooper (66)
M’Baye (90)
Eshun (85)
Holness (78)
Lucan (68)

Witham (46)
Pett (77)
Martin
Stevenson
Edelebe (77)

De Matos
Nugent
De Matos
Gosling
Martin (80)
Holness
De Matos
Partington

VELOCITY TROPHY
GROUP 8 LEAGUE TABLE
Northwood
Uxbridge
Staines Town
Bedfont Sports
Ashford Town (Mx)

P
3
2
2
3
2

W
2
1
1
1
0

D
0
1
1
0
0

L
1
0
0
2
2

F
6
2
3
5
0

A
5
1
2
5
3

BONUS PTS
0
1
0
0
0

PTS
6
5
4
3
0

GL DIFF
1
1
1
0
-3

ISTHMIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE RESPECT STATEMENT
The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there should be a
zero tolerance approach against racism and all forms of discrimination.
Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether it be based on race or ethnicity,
sexual orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or any other form of abuse will be reported to
The Football Association for action by that Association.
(The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020 7253 0162)
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WOODS YOUTH

WOODS PICK UP FIRST POINT AT HAYES & YEADING UNITED
It’s been a quick and steep learning curve
for the Under-18s under the new
management of john Nolan and john
Kingsnorth so far this season. Starting with
a narrow home defeat against Aldershot
Town, having led but then gone down to
nine players following a red card and
injuries, they then went down 5-0 in the
Samba Youth League Cup at Bracknell
Town when they fell away during the
second-half.
What followed at Wealdstone in the FA
Youth Cup was a little disappointing
having taken an early lead through a
Kieran Nolan header. The Stones were an
older more physically strong side and they
made that count to get their noses in front
before two late goals gave the ﬁnal
somewhat ﬂattering scoreline of 4-1.
Then, last Wednesday week, the Woods
played away at Hayes & Yeading and
picked up their ﬁrst point with a 1-1 draw
thanks to a second goal of the season
from Thomas Roffe.
The team line-up was: Jurgen Berisha,
Kieran Nolan, Musa Arbi, Ryan Kingsnorth,
Will Bishop, Padraic Byrne, Thomas Roffe,
Ross Huckle, Nick Pell, Rafael Balasa, Isaac
Grant. Subs. Idris Mooradun, Amine Adoum,
Miles Habashi, Anas Geedi, Lewis Bennett.
The Under-18s were due to play a league
game at home to Bracknell Town this
coming Thursday but this has had to be
rescheduled as our opponents have a

County Cup tie which takes preference. At
the moment, there is no game until next
month so we may be looking to bring
something forward in the next week or so.

NFC UNDER 18s FIxTURES 2019-20
DATE
OPPONENTS
AUGUST
Thur 29 ALDERSHOT TOWN
Scorer(s): Roffe
SEPTEMBER
Wed 11 Bracknell Town
Wed 18 Wealdstone
Scorer(s): Nolan
Wed 25 Hayes & Yeading United
Scorer(s): Roffe
OCTOBER
Thur 10 BRACKNELL TOWN
NOVEMBER
Mon 4 Uxbridge
Wed 27 Wealdstone
DECEMBER
Thur 5 HAMPTON & RICHMOND BOROUGH
Thur 12 Camberley Town
Thur 19 STAINES TOWN
jANUARY
Mon 6
Bedfont Sports
Mon 13 Aldershot Town
Thur 23 HAYES & YEADING UNITED
Wed 29 Bracknell Town
FEBRUARY
Thur 6
UXBRIDGE
Thur 13 WEALDSTONE
Wed 19 Hampton & Richmond Borough
Thur 27 CAMBERLEY TOWN
MARCH
Mon 2
Staines Town
Thurs 12 BEDFONT SPORTS

V

COMP

RES

(H) IYLge

L 1-2

(A) IYLCup1 L0-5
(A) FAYC1Q L1-4
(A)

IYLge

D1-1

(H) IYLge
(A)
(A)

IYLge
IYLge

(H) IYLge
(A) IYLge
(H) IYLge
(A)
(A)
(H)
(A)

IYLge
IYLge
IYLge
IYLge

(H)
(H)
(A)
(H)

IYLge
IYLge
IYLge
IYLge

(A) IYLge
(H) IYLge

IYLge: Isthmian Youth League; FAYC: FA Youth Cup; IYLCup: Isthmian
Youth League Cup; MSYCup: Middlesex Senior Youth Cup
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WHY NOT SPONSOR YOUR FAVOURITE ‘WOODS’ PLAYER FOR THE SEASON?
IAN
KEN
ROBIN
ALAN
BARRY
GREEN
PIPER
EVANS
CHAIMAN

VICE-CHAIRMAN

REPORTER & PRESS LIAISON

SECRETARY & TREASURER

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

SCOTT
DASH

KEVIN
LAWRENCE

MARK
ROYAL

RICHARD
ENDERFIELD

MANAGER

ASSISTANT MANAGER

COACH

COACH

ALAN EVANS

TERRY
LAWRENCE

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

ELENI
PAPOUTSI

ROB
PARTINGTON

ALEX
WITHAM

ANDREW
TIRIVANHU

PHYSIO

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

BEN
PATTIE
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

KIYE
MARTIN
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

LUKE
HOLNESS
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

MIGUEL
LOPES DE MATOS
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

Louis
BIRCHAM
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

KWEKU
LUCAN
THE VOSPER
BOYS

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

CHRIS
GOSLING

JOHN
ROBERTSON

ETHAN
FLANAGAN
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

ROBIN PIPER

JAIDEN
IRISH

KYRAN
WORRALL

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

LUKE
NUGENT

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

MARLEY
HAMILTON

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

SACHA
M’BAYE

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

DAN
PETT

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

KARL
STEVENSON

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

CHARLIE
HAYFORD
GRAHAM
MANN

JACK READ

JAMES
HOSKINS

PATRICK
CAMPBELL

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

HARRY
LODOVICA
ROBIN PIPER

LIAM
MCCROHAN
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

MATT
COOPER
COMMERCIAL
MOTORS
WATFORD

KIERAN
ASUMADU-SAKYI
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

KINGSLEY
ESHUN
AVAILABLE TO
SPONSOR

SPONSORSHIP
IS jUST £60
PER PLAYER
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WALTHAM ABBEY

OUR FIRST MEETINGS
KEN GREEN REVIEWS THE FIRST TIME WOODS PLAYED WALTHAM ABBEY
The Woods ﬁrst played against Waltham Abbey in the
1984-85 season, following our move from the Hellenic
League Premier Division to the Premier Division of the
London Spartan League, mainly in order to cut down
greatly on the distances travelled to away ﬁxtures in
the former league.
Here we review the three meetings between the clubs in
that ﬁrst campaign, although unfortunately we have no
record of the Abbey line-ups. As you can see, there
weren’t many goals in evidence in those games!
Northwood ended the season in ﬁfth place with 37
points (two for a win), with Waltham Abbey three points
and two places behind.
Saturday 1st September 1984

WOODS FIND
GOING TOUGH

WALTHAM ABBEY 0
NORTHWOOD 0
Northwood were made to
ﬁght hard to secure a
London Spartan League
point on an atrocious pitch
at Waltham Abbey in only
their second away game in
the competition.
With defences dominating,
chances were few and far
between and neither
keepers were into constant action.
Woods had the better of the ﬁrst half territorially but
failed to break the deadlock, although they had a
couple of reasonable chances.
In the second half Woods slumbered for twenty
minutes, and the hosts almost cashed in. But
fortunately the visitors’ defence held, with the best
Waltham Abbey chance hitting the post.
Northwood: Keith May, Peter Davies, Barry Davies, Pete
Lammin, Alan Routledge, Derek Payne, Viv James, Phil
Boyle, Billy Stagg, Bobby Bennett, Peter Caines. Subs:
Mark Nelhams, Kevin Charamboulos.
Saturday 15th September 1984

IT’S BYE BYE TO WOODS

WALTHAM ABBEY 1 NORTHWOOD 0
Missed chances from a glut of domination proved costly
for Northwood as they made an early exit from the
London Spartan League Cup, just a fortnight after a
goal-less draw in a league game at the same venue.
A hopeful cross which curled in the wind to deceive
keeper Keith May resulted in the only goal of the game,
and a tragic outcome for Woods, who had done so
much good work that if luck had been due in any
direction it should have been in theirs.
Chances came and chances went, with the home
keeper performing miracles, but it clearly wasn't going
to be the Woods’ day.

Northwood: Keith May, Barry Davies, Gary Amer, Pete
Lammin, Nigel Pompilis, Phil Boyle, Peter Caines, Dennis
Ryan, Billy Stagg, Gary Cooper, Alan Routledge. Sub:
Derek Payne.
Saturday 26th january 1985

PAYNE POPS WOODS WIN
NORTHWOOD 1
WALTHAM ABBEY 0

A Viv James (pictured) penalty
saw Northwood to victory over a
stubborn Waltham Abbey side,
and with league leaders
Burnham losing to Hanwell Town,
Woods’ outside chance of
honours were suddenly
brightening. They were three
points adrift of Burnham in third
place after this narrow win, but
still had to play their rivals as
well as other fancied club Collier
Row twice in what looked to be
crucial encounters.
Despite the heavy rain and
boggy pitch there was plenty of
good entertainment. Northwood
had the lion’s share of
possession but they lacked the
thrust in front of goal, and with
honours even going into the
second half, it was clearly going
to rake something special to
prize open the Abbey defence.
It took the smallest player on the
park in Northwood’s talented 17year-old Derek Payne (pictured)
to ﬁnd the key. Surrounded by
four defenders in the box, he sent them all in different
directions before a ﬁfth hauled him to the ground, and
James stepped up to blast in the only goal of the
game from the penalty spot.
Northwood: Duncan Blewitt, Keith Ryan, Derek Hobbs,
Mark Burridge, Gary Amer, Pip Boyle, Derek Payne, Viv
James, Kevin Charamboulos, Mark Nelhams, Beano
Wilson, sub. Pat Coburn.

THE COMPLETE RECORD
P W
London Spartan Premier
16 9
London Spartan League Cup 3 0
Isthmian League
6 2
FA Trophy
1
1
Middlesex Senior Cup
2 1
Middlesex Charity Cup
1
1
TOTALS
29 14
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APPEARANCES & SCORERS 2019-20
WOODS DEBUT

AYLESBURY (A) APR '18

TOOTING & MU (A) FEB '19

HAREFIELD UTD (H) DEC '18

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

TOOTING & MU (H) AUG '18

DUNSTABLE TOWN (A) OCT. '18

TOOTING & MU (H) AUG '18

BRACKNELL TOWN (H) APR '19

HARTLEY WINTNEY (A) AUG '17

BRACKNELL TOWN (H) AUG '19

WARE (H) SEPT '18

BEDFONT SPORTS (A) SEPT '19

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

FC ROMANIA (A) AUG '19

TOOTING & MU (H) AUG '18

TOOTING & MU (H) AUG '18

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

ASHFORD TOWN (A) SEPT '19

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

BRACKNELL TOWN (H) AUG '19

FC ROMANIA (A) AUG '18

WESTFIELD (H) AUG '19

TOOTING & MU (A) AUG '19

BEDFONT SPORTS (A) SEPT '19

TOOTING & MU (H) AUG '18

HANWELL TOWN (H) SEPT '19

SUN SPORTS (A) AUG '16

HARROW BOROUGH (A) NOV '18

Whatever in here
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WOODS GET FIRST LEAGUE
WIN OF THE SEASON
NORTHWOOD 3 STAINES TOWN 1

Woods were looking to
overcome their worst start to a
season since they lost their
opening ﬁve Southern Premier
games back in 2005. There
were a couple of changes to
the team with recent signing
Patrick Campbell coming in for
Karl Stevenson at right-back
while midﬁelder Dan Pett was
given his ﬁrst start of the
season in place of the injured
Louis Bircham.
Northwood were quickly into
their stride, playing with a
verve and tempo which had
the Swans on the backfoot
and the lively Kweku Lucan
wasn’t far away with a
conﬁdent strike from distance.
And Lucan was central to
Northwood taking an 11th
minute lead, latching onto a
long ball from the back and
playing in skipper Alex Witham
who ﬁnished with aplomb.
Staines looked to hit back and
launched a series of attacks
with the dangerous Che
Krabbendam creating an
opening for Scott Walker
whose shot was blocked
before the latter saw another
effort parried by goalkeeper
James Hoskins.
Woods were coping well with

ALEx WHITHAM

NORTHWOOD ACHIEVED THEIR FIRST LEAGUE WIN OF THE SEASON AT THE
SIxTH ATTEMPT WITH A DESERVED WIN OVER FELLOW STRUGGLERS STAINES
TOWN WRITES ROBIN PIPER.

the Staines response, Jaiden
Irish working well in midﬁeld
and the burgeoning central
defensive partnership of Liam
McCrohan and Andrew
Tirivanhu looking increasingly
assured. And having soaked
up the Staines pressure,
Northwood were soon back on
the attack with some neat,
incisive play as Charlie
Hayford was denied by the
legs of Swans goalkeeper
Denzel Gerrar before the latter
dealt with efforts from both
Hayford and Witham.

22 | OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME SPONSORED BY ACRE & TWEED

With play ﬂowing from end to
end, Northwood had some
more defending to do as
Krabbendam and Joey Taylor
went close while Hoskins was
on hand to deny Samuel
Amure. At the other end,
Woods should have increased
their lead as Gerrar miscued a
clearance straight to Lucan
but his shot failed to seriously
trouble the Swans stopper.
However, Northwood were not
to be denied as Gerrar could
only parry a ﬁerce shot from
Campbell with Harry Lodovica
on hand to bundle the ball
home to extend the lead on 36
minutes.
Woods went in search of
further goals before the break,
Witham combining well again
with Hayford whose shot
narrowly cleared the crossbar
before Lucan’s run and cross
found Pett who saw his shot
tipped over by Gerrar. And
Northwood created another
opening with the last kick of an
entertaining ﬁrst half, Lucan
running onto Lodovica’s ﬂickon but dragging his shot wide.
Northwood continued in the
same vein after the break with
Lucan missing a couple of giltedged chances while Lodovica

02 WOODS 32.qxp_Layout 1 03/10/2019 08:49 Page 23

WWW.NORTHWOODFC.COM

saw his effort deﬂected for a
corner.
But having squandered the
opportunities to put the game
to bed, the inevitable
happened as Staines pulled a
goal back on 54 minutes as
Dara Dada-Anite’s speculative
strike took a wicked deﬂection
and ﬂew beyond the reach of
the back-pedalling Hoskins.
Woods were forced into a
change on 56 minutes as
Witham succumbed to the
ankle injury he suffered in a
late challenge before the
break, Kingsley Eshun his
replacement up front. And as
Northwood looked to regroup,
the Swans were offering an
increasing threat as McCrohan
made a last ditch tackle to
thwart another attack.
Chris Gosling was introduced
for a tiring Pett as Woods
looked to shore up the midﬁeld
but Staines continued to push
for the equaliser, Hoskins

producing a ﬁne save to deny
substitute Malaki Coker.
However, after enduring a
sustained spell of pressure,
Woods were able to breathe
more easily as they restored
the two-goal margin on 78
minutes, Hayford’s delightful
free-kick being headed home
at the far post by McCrohan
for his ﬁrst Northwood goal.
Woods made their ﬁnal
substitution as Lodovica made
way for Luke Holness but the
focus shifted to the
Northwood half in the closing
stages as Staines looked for
some consolation, Maxwell
Ndah directing a free-header
into the arms of Hoskins
before Coker attempted a
spectacular overhead in
the dying seconds.

But it wasn’t to be for the
Swans and Northwood were
able to breathe a huge sigh of
relief at ﬁnally securing their
ﬁrst league win of the season
and their ﬁrst at the
Acretweed since the win over
Chipstead back in March.
Team:
Hoskins, Campbell, Cooper,
Irish, McCrohan, Tirivanhu,
Lodovica (Holness - 78m),
Hayford, Witham (Eshun 55m), Pett (Gosling - 68m),
Lucan. Subs not used:
Stevenson, Lopes De Matos.
Booked: McCrohan, Gosling

LIAM MCCROHAN

HARRY LODOVICA

MATCH ACTION
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ROB PARTINGTON GOALKEEPER
After several years with Watford as a youngster, Rob
represented Bournemouth University and then played
at Kings Langley before spells with Oxhey Jets and
Leverstock Green. He joined the Woods in March 2019
and impressed in a few appearances before the end
of the campaign. Back for the new season. Age: 26.
jAMES HOSKINS GOALKEEPER
James is an 18-year-old goalkeeper who has joined
the Woods in September 2019 on an initial month’s
loan from the Watford FC Academy where he has
been since 2015. James was previously at Chelsea
before joining the Hornets and has been a regular in
their Under-23 Premier League games.
KARL STEVENSON DEFENDER
Karl has rejoined Northwood in August 2019, returning
from Berkhamsted where he moved to after a bright
start to his Woods career last season. The 24-yearold has also turned out for Hillingdon Borough,
Wingate & Finchley, Ware, Hayes & Yeading and
Hanwell Town.
LUKE NUGENT DEFENDER
Young right-back who has joined the Woods in the
summer of 2019 having played regularly at Leverstock
Green over the last few seasons. Has dual-registered
with Edgware Town to get some more game time.
Age 20.
MATT COOPER DEFENDER
Matt came up through the youth ranks at Northwood,
playing in the Isthmian Youth League side in 2012-13.
After that he played for Ascot United when the
Berkshire side reached the FA Vase quarter-ﬁnals
and has enjoyed three very good seasons at
Biggleswade United where he also captained the
side. Signed for Northwood in June 2018 and made
the left-back spot his own during an injury-hit ﬁrst
season. Age: 24.
MIGUEL LOPES DE MATOS DEFENDER
Miguel is a 23-year-old Portuguese defender or
winger who joined the Woods in July 2018 from
Staines Town. He has also had spells with Potters Bar
Town, Waltham Forest, Waltham Abbey and Romford.
Always reliable, he returns for another season.
SACHA M’BAYE DEFENDER
29 year old experienced central defender, Frenchborn Sacha was at Molesey last season. Previous
clubs include Leatherhead Youth, AFC Wimbledon,
Ringmer, Chipstead, Eastbourne Town, Walton &
Hersham and Shoreham. Good communicator and
made Club Captain for the new campaign.

LIAM MCCROHAN DEFENDER
Young defender Liam has joined the Woods after
spells with Berkhamsted and Hertford Town last
season. He was previously with Leverstock Green and
the 20-year-old has bags of potential.
PATRICK CAMPBELL DEFENDER
Experienced 27 year old defender who joined the
Woods in September 2019 from Soham Town Rangers.
Patrick has previously served Broxbourne Borough, St
Margaretsbury and Cockfosters, amongst others.
ANDREW TIRIVANHU DEFENDER
Strong 25-year-old Zimbabwean-born central
defender who played for Witham Town last season
and joined the Woods in August 2019. He had
previously played for Waltham Forest, Enﬁeld 1893
and Ware.
ETHAN FLANAGAN DEFENDER
Another young defender, just 18, Ethan came up
through the youth ranks at AFC Dunstable and
played over twenty times for Leverstock Green last
season as well as captaining the Bedfordshire Under18s. Another who looks to have a good future with the
Woods.
jAIDEN IRISH MIDFIELDER
Experienced midﬁelder, now 28, has joined the
Woods for the new season from Biggleswade United
where he has played for the last three seasons and
was Managers' Player of the Year last season. Started
out at Kentish Town then Barton Rovers, Stotfold,
Bedford Town and Leighton Town.
KYRAN WORRELL MIDFIELD
Kyran was a member of Northwood's Middlesex
County Under-18 Cup Final side in 2018 and made his
ﬁrst team debut in the last game of that season, a 32 win at Aylesbury. He progressed through regular
games last season, scoring a handful of goals and at
just 18 still has plenty of improvement ahead of him.
CHRIS GOSLING MIDFIELDER
Chris is a central midﬁelder with bags of potential
who played a number of games in the Evo-Stik
Southern Premier for Kings Langley at the start of
2017-18 before being dual-registered with Leverstock
Green. Chris was with Luton Town Cedars as a youth,
signing for Northwood in June 2018 and he gradually
won his regular place in the centre of the park. Age:
20.
DAN PETT MIDFIELDER
Experienced 25-year-old midﬁelder who joined
Northwood from Edgware Town in October 2018
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having skippered the Wares over the last couple of
seasons and been named as Player of the Year. He
enjoyed a good season at a new level with plenty of
important goals and has signed up for another year.
KIYE MARTIN MIDFIELDER
Kiye is a former Crystal Palace youth who joins the
Woods following spells in our division for both
Bedfont Sports and Westﬁeld last season. The 22year-old played for Guildford City after his release
and then also had spells with Leatherhead and
Fleet Town.
CHARLIE HAYFORD MIDFIELDER
Charlie was with Tottenham Hotspur and then
Sheffield Wednesday as a youngster, winning
trophies with the latter’s Under-23 side. Since
release in 2017 the 21-year-old has seen short spells
with Hemel Hempstead, Chesham, Barton, Bedford
and then Hitchin before joining the Woods in August
2019 and making an immediate impact.

LUKE HOLNESS ATTACKING MIDFIELDER
Luke is a pacy attacking wide player who had an
unsettled 2018/19 season, with appearances for
Maldon & Tiptree, Walton Casuals, Sevenoaks Town,
Spartans Youth and Tooting & Mitcham United. He
was at Fulham and Crystal Palace as a youth and
had previously enjoyed a couple of seasons with
Walton Casuals, making over 50 appearances while
still a teenager. Now just turned 21 in August.
BEN PATTIE STRIKER
Ben is a former professional with QPR who had loan
spells with Woking and Hendon plus a short spell at
Folkestone Invicta. Ben is still only 23 and spent
2017/18 with Wingate & Finchley, being a proliﬁc scorer
in their Under-23 side and also getting amongst the
goals for the ﬁrst team in the Bostik Premier. He signed
for Northwood in June 2018 but had an injury-hit
season. Now coming back to action after a broken
ankle suffered in pre-season training. Age: 22.
ALEx WITHAM ATTACKER
Alex is an ex-Arsenal and Derby County youth and
reserve team who dropped into the non-League
game at Biggleswade Town and then had short spells
with Wealdstone and Slough Town. After three
seasons at Wembley he moved to Leverstock Green
last summer prior to joining the Woods in February
2019 and making an immediate impression. Aged 26.

KIERAN ASUMADU-SAKYI MIDFIELDER
Former Plymouth Argyle trainee Kieran joined the
Woods in June 2018, having ﬁnished the previous
season with Hoddesdon Town and brieﬂy at
Codicote. The central midﬁelder had appeared for
Chesham United, Enﬁeld Town and Billericay Town
before playing for Cockfosters and then for
Hoddesdon. Injuries prevented him holding down a
regular place but he is back for a second season.
Age: 23.
HARRY LODOVICA MIDFIELDER
Tall 20-year-old attacking midﬁelder who joined the
club in the summer after a successful year playing
for Hendon Under-23s and looks sure to progress
well.
KWEKU LUCAN ATTACKING MIDFIELDER
Young winger who joined the Woods in July 2018
having had previous experience at St. Albans City,
Biggleswade Town, Tooting & Mitcham and Wingate
& Finchley. He was a youth with Peterborough United
and still only 21, through regular football he has
established himself on the right ﬂank and can also
play up front.
LOUIS BIRCHAM ATTACKING MIDFIELDER
Skilful 23-year-old who returned to Northwood for a
second spell from Hanwell Town on the opening day
of the 2019/20 season. Plenty of goals at Step 5 saw
him join the Woods in 2016 and he has also seen
service at Kings Langley and AFC Dunstable as well
as a season at Hanwell Town.

KINGSLEY ESHUN STRIKER
A former QPR Under-23 striker Kingsley is a 20-yearold who started out in the Brentford Academy but
then joined QPR in September 2016 after it was shut
down. He had a short loan spells in the National
League South for St. Albans City in 2017 and then
Dulwich Hamlet last season before being released by
QPR in January this year. He joined the Woods on
dual-registration with Berkhamsted in August 2019.
MARLEY HAMILTON STRIKER
Marley is a pacy and well-travelled striker who played
for both Staines Town and Molesey last season. He
started out at Liverpool and Chesterﬁeld Youth, then
played for Hucknall Town, Nuneaton Town, Belper
Town, Lichﬁeld City, Brocton, Gresley, Hilton Harriers
and East Grinstead. Still only 24. Has now dualregistered with Berkhamsted.
Former Leverstock Green boss SCOTT DASH was
permanently appointed as the club’s new manager in
December 2018 after a successful interim period and
he is being assisted by RICHARD ELDERFIELD, KEVIN
LAWRENCE, MARK ROYAL and MANNY IBHADON while
ELENI PAPOUTSI is the Club’s new Sports Therapist.
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A SERIES OF ARTICLES BY THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK ‘A HISTORY AND GUIDE TO
FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES’ DESCRIBING HOW PROGRAMMES HAVE CHANGED OVER A
CENTURY-AND-A-HALF OF ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL

EARLY FA CUP FINALS

While the most important day in
the football calendar has always
been the FA Cup Final, for many
decades the quality and frequency
of its programmes were far behind
those issued by clubs. Indeed, it
was not until the late 1900’s that
the football authorities took some
interest in FA Cup Final
programmes, having previously
stood back while outside
publishers “sponsored” matchday
issues.
A number of 19th century Cup Final
programmes were published by
“The People” newspaper. Printed
locally, these Crystal Palace issues
comprised a folded sheet with
advertisements on one side, the
People being prominent amongst
sports outﬁtters; and team lines
and more advertisements on the
reverse. They were sold as “The only
authorised programme” and so few
have survived that they now fetch
ﬁve ﬁgure sums at auction.

between Manchester City and
Bolton Wanderers listed the players
in two columns, and numbered
them (1 to 22), reintroducing the
original concept of a match
programme - the identiﬁcation of
players by spectators. Curiously,
the reverse side displayed the
same names, and numbers, in 2-35 formation, along with the note:
“Any alteration taking place in the
Players’ Names, a board will be
sent round the Ground
corresponding with numbers on
card.” It must have been a
particularly large board to be seen
by everyone in the 61,300 crowd at
the old Crystal Palace ground.
When Newcastle United played
Bradford City at the Crystal Palace
in the 1911 Final, W.H. Smith & Sons
issued a “Souvenir Card” priced 1d.
Colin Veitch of Newcastle United
was photographed on the front
cover of this large folded sheet,
with the team lines (un-numbered,
in 2-3-5 formation) on the inside

Some doubts as to the “only
authorised” issue status of these
programmes have
been raised by the
existence of another
version of a 1901 Cup
Final teamsheet. An
“Official Programme”
for the Tottenham
Hotspur v Sheffield
United match, in the
shape of a 7” x 5” blue
card, has survived. This
version is devoid of
advertisements, and
one wonders if it was
purely distributed to
VIPs, as opposed to
being on public sale.
The teamsheet for the
1904 “English Cup Tie”
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pages along with advertisements
for “The Yorkshire Evening Post
Football Edition ; containing full
report of the Cup Final, will be on
sale to-night at King’s Cross, St
Pancras, Marylebone and Euston
stations on the departure of
special trains for the North.”
The refusal of the Football
Association to become involved in
programme production has not
helped in resolving this
unofficial/official debate nearly a
century later. Similarly, programmes
for representative and International
ﬁxtures were left to the host club. It
was not until the Cup Final moved
to Stamford Bridge in 1920 that a
single, deﬁnitive football
programme began to be published
for the FA Cup Final.
For more information and advice on
programmes and programme
collecting, please visit
www.pmfc.co.uk.
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LUCKY
CAN YOU BREAK
THE WOOD’
QUIZMASTER...
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1

SIx OF THE BEST...
1. Which England player famously fractured a
metatarsal in his left foot in the lead up to the
2002 World Cup?
2. Manchester United set a new transfer record in
2016 to sign which player from Juventus?
3. Alan Shearer scored his 200th Premier League
goal for Newcastle in 2003 against which club?
Was it: a) Charlton Athletic b) Leicester City c)
West Ham United

2

4. 'I'm Not Really Here' is the title of the
autobiography of which former Manchester City
midﬁelder?
5. Which English football ground has the highest
capacity: Elland Road or Hillsborough?
6. Which Welsh striker holds the record for most
Liverpool goals with 346?

SAFE KEEPING...
Which Football League clubs do the following
goalkeepers currently play for?
Neil Etheridge
David Marshall
Scott Brown
James McKeown
Marko Marosi
Craig MacGillivray

5

THE DECIDER...
1. Who beat Scotland 4-0 in a Euro 2020 qualiﬁer
on Monday evening?
WHAT WAS YOUR SCORE OUT OF 13?

ANSWERS: SIx OF THE BEST: 1) David Beckham,
2) Paul Pogba, 3) A) Charlton Athletic,
4) Paul Lake, 5) Hillsborough, 6) Ian Rush.
SAFE KEEPING: 1) Cardiff City. 2) Wigan Athletic.
3) Port Vale. 4) Grimsby Town. 5) Coventry City.
6) Portsmouth.
THE DECIDER: Belgium.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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VELOCITY TROPHY LAST
GASP WIN FOR WOODS
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BEDFONT SPORTS 2 NORTHWOOD 3

VELOCITY TROPHY GROUP STAGE

Woods were keen to get back
to action having had a free
Saturday following their ﬁrst
league win of the season over
Staines but manager Scott
Dash was forced to make a
few changes as he set up with
a diamond formation.
Karl Stevenson returned at
right-back with Patrick
Campbell moving into central
defence to cover for the
suspended Andrew Tirivanhu,
while Chris Gosling replaced
the unavailable Dan Pett in
midﬁeld. There was also a
change up front as Kingsley
Eshun returned to spearhead
the Woods attack with Kweku
Lucan reverting to the bench
as he nursed a slight knock.
Northwood were quickly out of
the blocks with Eshun worrying
the home defence before Alex
Witham went close with a
couple of efforts. And Woods
didn't have to wait long for the
opening goal as Eshun timed
his run perfectly to meet Matt
Cooper's low cross to open his
account with 12 minutes on
the clock.
Eshun went close again as he
stretched to meet Witham's
ﬂoated cross to the far post,
the ball just evading the onrushing striker. And Northwood

KINGSLEY ESHUN

NORTHWOOD KEPT ALIVE THEIR HOPES OF PROGRESSING TO THE KNOCKOUT
STAGES OF THE VELOCITY TROPHY WITH A LAST GASP WIN ON THE 3G
SURFACE AT RAIN-SODDEN HATTON ROAD.

should have increased their
lead as Charlie Hayford and
Harry Lodovica combined to
create the opening for Gosling
who side-footed his effort over
the bar with the goal at his
mercy.
Having survived falling further
behind, Bedfont began to ﬁnd
their feet as goalkeeper

28 | OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME SPONSORED BY ACRE & TWEED

James Hoskins dealt with a
low shot from Brandon
McCarthy before Sean Frazer
tried his luck with a shot from
distance.
However, Woods were soon
back on the attack and
another slick move saw
Gosling play a delightful ball
through to Witham who swept
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MATCH ACTION
a more familiar 4-3-3
formation as they looked to
put the game beyond
Bedfont, but they were
indebted to Hoskins who
produced a smart save to
deny substitute Darryl
Sanders.
Lucan was quickly into the
action as he combined with
Hayford but his shot ﬂew wide
of the target. Woods made
their fourth substitution to
match the hosts – ﬁve are
allowed in the competition –
with another new signing in
the shape of Issac Ebelebe
replacing Lodovica.
But Northwood were made to
rue the their missed
chances as Keanu Williams
equalised on 78 minutes
with a strike from the edge
of the box. Bedfont were
looking the more
threatening as Woods
seemed to lose their way in
the increasingly torrential
rain, Jayden Clarke the next to
go close.
However, having survived
a succession of

swift Bedfont attacks Woods
had a wonderful chance to
win the game as Lucan found
himself one on one with
Churchill but the home stopper
was equal to the challenge.
Both sides were desperately
seeking a winner as the
contest moved in to stoppage
time. Hoskins pulled off
another save to foil Frazer but
at the other end, Hayford fed
Witham, whose low cross was
turned into his own net by the
unfortunate Veron Kokurinkov
to decide matters in the fourth
minute of added time.

ALEx WHITAHM

the ball home for his fourth
goal of the season to increase
the lead on 25 minutes.
But having extended their
advantage, Woods seemed to
take their foot off the pedal
and Bedfont reduced the
arrears on 34 minutes when
Ezekiel Bademosi got beyond
the Woods backline before
despatching an unstoppable
shot past Hoskins. And
Bedfont continued to ask
questions for the remainder of
the half as Hoskins was called
upon to deny Charlie Malin
and McCarthy, while Frazer
wasn't far away with a volley
from the edge of the box.
Woods would need to up their
game in the second half and
they nearly made the perfect
start as the quick thinking
Hayford almost embarrassed
Harry Churchill in the Bedfont
goal with a quickly taken long
range free-kick, the ball ﬂying
narrowly wide.
The game was opening up
with chances being created at
both ends, Hoskins saving well
from McCarthy while Lodovica
went on a surging run before
squaring to Witham, who
seemed to get too good a
connection as the ball was
gathered up by Churchill.
Woods made a couple of
changes as Kirk McPherson
was introduced for his ﬁrst
appearance in place of
Gosling while Karl Stevenson
made way for Luke Nugent
and Northwood continued to
threaten as Hayford shot
narrowly over after good work
from Witham.
Lucan replaced Eshun on 68
minutes as Woods switched to
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INIH EFFIONG

We almost had to check the calendar on
Saturday night. Yes, it is 2019, but here we
still are reporting on alleged incidents of
racism in Non-League football.
So often are we quick to jump on it when
heard in other countries but time and again
this horrible issue keeps rearing its head in
England and Wales and it can’t be brushed
off anymore.
Last weekend, word quickly ﬁltered through
from Hartlepool United’s National League
game with Dover Athletic.
Dover striker Inih Effiong had scored a
penalty and in the aftermath of the
celebrations, something had sparked up
between the players and a section of the
home support. When Pools players also took
severe exception, it was clear something
very untoward had happened.
Whites boss Andy Hessenthaler later said he
considered taking his players off – a move
that would have been backed by Hartlepool
manager Craig Hignett – but they chose to
play on. Sadly, it wasn’t the only reported
incident of the week with other accusations
made elsewhere.
Hartlepool, to their credit, have been swift in
response. They made an announcement at
half-time of the game, have dedicated their
programme front cover for their next home
game with the Kick It Out message and
have vowed to come down heavily on the
culprit, who has also been arrested.
I’ve written in the past about how it is a
difficult subject to write about – and one
that feels ever common – because I’ve not
been the subject of racist abuse. I don’t
know what that feels like to be viliﬁed for the
colour of my skin.

But we must listen to the people who have.
The people who know what it feels like to
have someone spitting and snarling in your
face or hidden by a keyboard and throwing
out insults on social media.
England star Raheem Sterling has been a
fantastic advocate in recent times, speaking
out against the injustices and asking society
as a whole to look at itself in the mirror.
Racism isn’t just a football problem but the
game is a reﬂection of wider society. And it’s
a game that has a platform to make a
difference.
It’s high time the authorities came down
harder than ever when racist or homophobic
behaviour is proven. There is no justiﬁcation
for it.
And we can all play our part. If you hear
something said at a Non-League game
you’re watching, report it.
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Betvictor Isthmian League South Central Division

LEAGUESTATS2019-20
LEAGUE TABLE 2019-20
Westﬁeld
Tooting & Mitcham United
Hanwell Town
Chalfont St. Peter
Harlow Town
Ware
Bracknell Town
Chertsey Town
Uxbridge
Waltham Abbey
South Park
Marlow
Chipstead
Barking
NORTHWOOD
Bedfont Sports
FC Romania
Hertford Town
Staines Town
Ashford Town (Middx)

P
7
7
6
7
7
6
7
6
6
7
7
7
6
7
6
6
7
7
6
7

CORRECT AS AT 28.09.19

W
6
6
5
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
0
0

D
1
1
1
2
1
3
2
2
1
1
5
2
1
2
1
1
1
0
2
2

L
0
0
0
1
2
0
2
1
2
3
1
3
3
4
4
4
5
6
4
5

F
23
16
22
18
14
15
13
12
12
18
13
12
8
10
9
2
10
8
8
6

A
3
4
6
9
14
9
8
7
7
17
13
13
9
15
15
12
25
27
15
21

PTS
19
19
16
14
13
12
11
11
10
10
8
8
7
5
4
4
4
3
2
2

TODAY’S

FIxTURES
BETVICTOR PREMIER DIVISION
Folkestone Invicta v Brightlingsea Regent
Horsham v Hornchurch
Leatherhead v Cheshunt
Worthing v East Thurrock United
BETVICTOR NORTH DIVISION
Basildon United v Heybridge Swifts
Brentwood Town v AFC Sudbury
Bury Town v Tilbury
Coggeshall Town v Dereham Town
Grays Athletic v Cambridge City
Histon v Great Wakering Rovers
Hullbridge Sports v Felixstowe & Walton United
Witham Town v Aveley
BETVICTOR SOUTH CENTRAL DIVISION
Ashford Town (Middx) v Harlow Town
Barking v Westﬁeld
Bracknell Town v FC Romania
Chipstead v Uxbridge
Hanwell Town v Chalfont St. Peter
Hertford Town v South Park
Marlow v Bedfont Sports
Northwood v Waltham Abbey
BETVICTOR SOUTH EAST DIVISION
Ashford United v Cray Valley PM
Faversham Town v Whitehawk
Hastings United v Sevenoaks Town
Hythe Town v Haywards Heath Town
Phoenix Sports v Burgess Hill Town
Ramsgate v East Grinstead Town
Whitstable Town v Three Bridges

THE EMIRATES FA CUP
THIRD ROUND QUALIFYING
Abbey Rangers v Whyteleafe
Canvey Island v Bowers & Pitsea
Chichester City v Enﬁeld Town
Haringey Borough v Cray Wanderers
Kings Langley v Corinthian Casuals
Kingstonian v Weston-super-Mare
Lowestoft Town v Carshalton Athletic
Maldon & Tiptree v Chertsey Town
Salisbury v Margate
Tooting & Mitcham United v Poole Town
Ware v Potters Bar Town
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ON THE FIELD
NORTHWOOD

WALTHAM ABBEY

Manager: Scott Dash
Colours: All Red

Joint-Manager:
Billy Holland & Michael Spencer
Colours: Green & White

Rob PARTINGTON
James HOSKINS
Karl STEVENSON
Matt COOPER
Patrick CAMPBELL
Liam MCCROHAN
Andrew TIRIVANHU
Sacha M'BAYE
Jaiden IRISH
Charlie HAYFORD
Chris GOSLING
Dan PETT
Louis BIRCHAM
Harry LODOVICA
Alex WITHAM
Kweku LUCAN
Kingsley ESHUN
Miguel Lopes DE MATOS
Luke HOLNESS
Kiye MARTIN
Kirk MCPHERSON
Isaac EBELEBE
Luke NUGENT

Charlie CROWLEY
Mark TWUMASI
Dominique YIAGNIGNI
Ross DEADMAN
Louis BOWEN
Jack DAVENEY
Nathan KORANTENG
Billy HOLLAND
Leonne MCKENZIE
Darrelle RUSSELL
Junior APPIAH
Rob CLARK
Anthony PAGE
Charlie EDWARDS
Aron GORDON
Daniel UNGUDI
Rimmell DANIEL

MATCH OFFICIALS

NExT UP AT HOME

ON THE ROAD

Referee: Luigi Lungarella
Assistant Referees:
James Goodman
Tommy Breen

UxBRIDGE
Tuesday 5 November 2019
Kick-off 7.45pm
Velocity Trophy, Group Stage

CHERTSEY TOWN
Tuesday 8 October 2019
Kick-off 7.45pm
BetVictor Isthmian League
South Central Division

